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Eleanor and 
Park by rainbow 
rowell 

Eleanor... Red hair, wrong clothes. Standing 
behind him until he turns his head. Lying 
beside him until he wakes up. Making 
everyone else seem drabber and flatter and 
never good enough...Eleanor. 
 
Park... He knows she'll love a song before he 
plays it for her. He laughs at her jokes 
before she ever gets to the punch line. 
There's a place on his chest, just below his 
throat, that makes her want to keep 
promises...Park. 
 
Set over the course of one school year, this 
is the story of two star-crossed 
sixteen-year-olds—smart enough to know 
that first love almost never lasts, but brave 
and desperate enough to try.  

United States  
Contemporary 

9 and 
up 

328 

Loving vs. 
Virginia: A 
Documentary 
Novel of the 
Landmark Civil 
Rights Case by 
Patricia Hurby 
Powell and 
Shadra 
Strickland  

From acclaimed author Patricia Hruby 
Powell comes the story of a landmark civil 
rights case, told in spare and gorgeous 
verse. In 1955, in Caroline County, Virginia, 
amidst segregation and prejudice, injustice 
and cruelty, two teenagers fell in love. Their 
life together broke the law, but their 
determination would change it. Richard and 
Mildred Loving were at the heart of a 
Supreme Court case that legalized marriage 
between races, and a story of the devoted 
couple who faced discrimination, fought it, 
and won. 

Virginia 
1950s 

7 and 
up 

260 
(Verse) 



The Case for 
Loving: The 
Fight for 
Interracial 
Marriage by 
Selina Alko 

Gr 1-5-This debut picture book by husband and 
wife team Alko and Qualls gives the story of Mildred 
and Richard Loving its due. The couple first met 
and fell in love in Jim Crow Cedar Point, VA, in 
1958, but because Richard was white and Mildred 
was African American and Cherokee, they were not 
permitted to marry under Virginia law. The pair did 
contract nuptials in Washington, DC and eventually 
had several children, but they weren't content to 
leave the discriminatory law uncontested. In legal 
proceedings that led to a Supreme Court case, their 
union was finally upheld as constitutional. The 
charming and cheerful mixed media illustrations are 
done in gouache and acrylic paint with collage and 
colored pencil, a perfect marriage of Alko and 
Qualls's art styles. While the text is uninspired in 
moments, it shines with a message that is 
universal: "They won the right to their love. They 
were free at last." Back matter includes an author 
and artist's note explaining the importance of this 
topic. A much-needed work on a historical court 
case that made the ultimate difference on mixed 
race families that will resonate with contemporary 
civil rights battles.  

Virginia  
1950s 

1-6 34 

Love that Dog 
by Sharon 
Creech  

Jack hates poetry. Only girls write it and 
every time he tries to, his brain feels empty. 
But his teacher, Ms. Stretchberry, won't 
stop giving her class poetry assignments -- 
and Jack can't avoid them. But then 
something amazing happens. The more he 
writes, the more he learns he does have 
something to say. 

United States 
Contemporary 

 112 
(Verse) 

Lily and Dunkin 

Author Donna Gephart crafts a dual 
narrative about two remarkable young 
people: Lily, a transgender girl, and Dunkin, 
a boy dealing with bipolar disorder. 
 
Sometimes our hearts see things our eyes 
can’t. 
 
Lily Jo McGrother, born Timothy 
McGrother, is a girl. But being a girl is not 
so easy when you look like a boy. Especially 
when you’re in the eighth grade.  

United States  
Contemporary 

5 and 
up 

340 



by Donna 
Gephart 

 
Dunkin Dorfman, birth name Norbert 
Dorfman, is dealing with bipolar disorder 
and has just moved from the New Jersey 
town he’s called home for the past thirteen 
years. This would be hard enough, but the 
fact that he is also hiding from a painful 
secret makes it even worse.  
 
One summer morning, Lily Jo McGrother 
meets Dunkin Dorfman, and their lives 
forever change. 

Marley and Me 
By John Gorgan 

John and Jenny were just beginning their 
life together. They were young and in love, 
with a perfect little house and not a care in 
the world. Then they brought home Marley, 
a wiggly yellow furball of a puppy. Life 
would never be the same. 
 
Marley quickly grew into a barreling, 
ninety-seven-pound streamroller of a 
Labrador retriever, a dog like no other. He 
crashed through screen doors, gouged 
through drywall, flung drool on guests, 
stole women's undergarments, and ate 
nearly everything he could get his mouth 
around, including couches and fine jewelry. 
Obedience school did no good—Marley was 
expelled. Neither did the tranquilizers the 
veterinarian prescribed for him with the 
admonishment, "Don't hesitate to use 
these." 
 
And yet Marley's heart was pure. Just as he 
joyfully refused any limits on his behavior, 
his love and loyalty were boundless, too. 
Marley shared the couple's joy at their first 
pregnancy, and their heartbreak over the 
miscarriage. He was there when babies 
finally arrived and when the screams of a 
seventeen-year-old stabbing victim pierced 
the night. Marley shut down a public beach 
and managed to land a role in a 
feature-length movie, always winning 
hearts as he made a mess of things. 
Through it all, he remained steadfast, a 
model of devotion, even when his family 
was at its wit's end. Unconditional love, 
they would learn, comes in many forms. 

United States 
Contemporary 

7 and 
up 

291 



A Dog’s 
Purpose 
 
Educator’s 
Guide 

This is the remarkable story of one 
endearing dog's search for his purpose over 
the course of several lives. More than just 
another charming dog story, this touches 
on the universal quest for an answer to life's 
most basic question: Why are we here?  
 
Surprised to find himself reborn as a 
rambunctious golden haired puppy after a 
tragically short life as a stray mutt, Bailey's 
search for his new life's meaning leads him 
into the loving arms of 8 year old Ethan. 
During their countless adventures Bailey 
joyously discovers how to be a good dog. But 
this life as a beloved family pet is not the 
end of Bailey's journey. Reborn as a puppy 
yet again, Bailey wonders, will he ever find 
his purpose?  
 
Heartwarming, insightful, and often laugh 
out loud funny, this book is not only the 
emotional and hilarious story of a dog's 
many lives, but also a dog's eye 
commentary on human relationships and 
the unbreakable bonds between man and 
man's best friend. This story teaches us that 
love never dies, that our true friends are 
always with us, and that every creature on 
earth is born with a purpose. 

United States 
Contemporary 

6 and 
up 

319 

 
Love by Matt de 
la Pena 

Gr 2-5-How do we love and care for one another? 
Award-winning author de la Peña sets out not only 
to count the ways but also to help young people 
recognize and take these tender mercies to heart, 
especially when times are tough and beyond the 
control of the adults around them. He defines love 
in multiple sensory images, brilliantly interpreted 
and expanded upon in evocative mixed media 
paintings. Long's use of light and shadow are 
particularly effective, with love seeming to illuminate 
and embrace the diverse cast of characters. The 
spare lyrical text describes the music of parents' 
voices at the foot of the bed, the colors of the night 
sky above a family's trailer, or the echo of laughter 
as kids run through summer sprinklers as just a few 
of the brighter examples. Yet, small kindnesses can 
come when least expected, on the streets as fire 
alarms blare or when trusted adults behave badly 
and all seems lost. Learning to recognize love in 
the spirit and actions of others and in one's mirror 
reflection are among the most important and 

 Gr 2-5+  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iKKUBTC-m3lTRo5j_noC6erRXnDw1mLa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iKKUBTC-m3lTRo5j_noC6erRXnDw1mLa/view?usp=sharing


powerful lessons that life (and this book) can 
impart. The author ventures that "when the time 
comes for you to set off on your own," it isn't mere 
luck that will ensure one's success; it's the ability to 
accept and to give love that will make all the 
difference. VERDICT This heartfelt and sensitively 
rendered picture book meditation begs to be shared 
and discussed with children, especially those with 
the maturity and life experience to appreciate the 
nostalgic tone and the nonlinear and philosophical 
musings. Spread the love. 

The Heart and 
the Bottle by 
Oliver Jeffers 

A short, bittersweet story about a little girl "whose 
head was filled with all the curiosities of the world." 
In the accompanying picture, she tells her kind, 
attentive father about all the wonderful images in 
her head. But one day, she runs to show him a 
drawing and finds only his empty chair. To ease her 
loneliness and grief, she puts her heart in a bottle 
and hangs it around her neck. Eventually, she 
learns that this is ultimately no solution at all. By 
then, she's grown older, and it takes another little 
girl, much like the child she used to be, to help her 
find a way out. The whimsical illustrations appear to 
be paint and pencil, with a touch of collage. The 
people are depicted very simply, and the natural 
landscapes are sweeping, with colors that reinforce 
the subtly shifting moods. Aimed at an older 
audience than one would think at first glance, this 
allegory about grief and the futility of attempts at 
self-protection will resonate most with those who've 
suffered a loss. An unusual, original book 

PB Gr 2-5+ 32 

 
Bluebird by Bob 
Staake 

In this wordless story, a shy boy finds a winged 
mentor in a cheery bluebird. The bird helps the boy 
perk up after a rough day at school and then 
connects him to some friendly children at a sailboat 
pond. But when bullies kill the bird-a truly shocking 
moment-the story sheds its simple yearning and 
wishfulness (with the bird as a kind of feathered 
fairy godmother) and deepens into an eloquent 
affirmation of love, faith, and the persistence of 
goodness. Staake (Bugs Galore!) propels his story 
forward with steady assurance, using a largely gray 
palette, geometric shapes, and comics-style 
framing. He vividly evokes a Manhattanlike 
landscape that's overwhelming, yet full of potential, 
and he gives full visual voice to the boy's emotions; 
there are several moments when Staake stops the 
action and lets his audience savor how the bird has 
transformed the boy. It's possible (though not 
necessary) to attach the suggestion of an afterlife to 
the final pages, but believers and skeptics alike will 

PB 2-5+ 32 



find something deeply impressive and moving in 
this work of a singular, fully committed talent 

 


